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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: there is an 
inconsistency in the title of the invention, for example, the title in the specification recites 
as "Banner Holder", however it recites as "Template and method for applying makeup to 
eyebrows" in the abstract, oath and IDS. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: in claim 3, line 1 
change "stem" to -stems-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-7, 9-10 and 16, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Wosse (U.S. Pat. #1,812,425). 

With regard to claim 1 , Wosse discloses an eyebrow stencil (figs. 1 , 5, 9) 
comprising a saddle (1 1 ) that is shaped to be placed against the bridge of a person's 
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nose (col. 4, lines 96-97), a pair of guides (10, fig. 9) each attached to the saddle and 
each having a guide opening (12) for guiding the application of makeup to the person's 
eyebrows. In regard to claim 2, Wosse shows a pair of stems (see attachment A) each 
connecting a corresponding one of the guides to the saddle. In regard to 3, Wosse also 
show the stems being flexible to allow spatial adjustment of the pair of guides (col. 4, 
lines 115-11 9, it is noted that the stems are a part of the saddle (bridge)). In regard to 
claims 4, 6-7, Wosse discloses the pair of stems having converging proximal sections 
and diverging distal sections (see attachment B), the guides being elongate loops, see 
fig. 3, and the loops each having a convex upper edge and a concave lower edge (fig. 
5, col. 4, lines 76-79). In regard to claims 9 and 10, Wosse also shows the guides being 
structures to prevent a distortion of the guide openings and being flexible (col. 4, lines 
120-123) to curve around the person's forehead (fig. 1) without altering the size of the 
guide openings. In regard to claims 16 and 17, Wosse further discloses a method of 
employing a pair of templates attached by stems to a saddle (fig. 1 ) by placing the 
saddle against the bridge of the person's nose and applying makeup to the person's 
eyebrows using the templates to guide makeup application (col. 3, lines 53-60). Wosse 
also shows the saddle (bridge) being flexible to adapted to be opened or compressed 
(col. 4, lines 96-99), therefore, it inherently shows the step of flexing the stems to align 
the template over the person's eyebrows. 



Claims 1, 5 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Chateau (U.S. Pat. # 3,718,145). 
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With regard to claim 1, Chateau discloses an eyebrow stencil and method of 
applying it (fig. 1) comprising a saddle (18) that is shaped to be inherently placed 
against the bridge of a person's nose, a pair of guides (12) each attached to the saddle 
and each having a guide opening (14, 16) for guiding the application of makeup to the 
person's eyebrows. In regard to claim 5, Chateau shows the saddle being downwardly 
flared (18 flared out into two portions see attachment C) to inherently have a larger 
opening width below. In regard to claim 16, Chateau discloses a method of employing a 
pair of templates attached by stems to a saddle (fig. 1) by placing the saddle against the 
bridge of the person's nose (fig. 10) and applying makeup to the person's eyebrows 
using the templates to guide makeup application (col. 4, lines 48-54). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Chateau. 

With regard to claim 18, Chateau discloses a method of applying makeup to a 
person's eyebrows as discussed above in claim 16, Chateau also shows a large stock 
of stencils is provided for each style of the stencil openings (col. 3, lines 70-74). 
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Chateau does not disclose a step of replacing the templates to change the style of the 
outline of the templates, however, it would have been an obvious matter of choice to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to replace the 
templates from the large stock of stencils to change the style of the outline of the 
templates. 

Claims 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wosse in view of Karafilis (U.S. Pat. # 5,957,142). 

With regard to claims 11-14, Wosse discloses the eyebrow stencil comprising all 
the claimed limitations in claim 2 as discussed above except for the saddle having a 
paced pair of sockets, the stems each having a tip sized to be replaceably inserted in 
one of the sockets, the stems each having a plastic coated wire. Wosse also does not 
disclose the guides each having a plastic coated piece of sheet metal. Karafilis 
discloses an apparatus for helping application of eye makeup (fig. 3) comprising a 
shield (30) having a spaced pair of sockets (40, 42), a pair of stems (14, 16) each 
having a tip (24, 26) sized to be replacebly inserted in one of the sockets. Karafilis also 
discloses the stems may be made of plastic material (col. 2, lines 54-55) and the shield 
being made of flexible rubber or silicone material (col. 3, lines 23-24). It would have 
been obvious to one having an ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to employ the pair of sockets and stems as taught by Karafilis into the saddle 
(bridge) of Wosse for the purpose of replacing a new template (col. 5, lines 52-55). It 
would also have been obvious to use each of the stems having a plastic coated wire 
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and each of the guides having a plastic coated piece of sheet metal as one would have 
expected equivalent function. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 15 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 19 is allowable over prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hoffman, Everrett et al, Peugh and Girouard are cited to show 
the state of the art with respect to a sunshield wit a nose protector. Comiskey et al is 
cited to show the state of the art with respect to a stencil with a saddle. 

The drawings filed 03/1 7/04 have been approved by the Examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robyn Doan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
471 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Robyn Doan 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3732 
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